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The Future

Learning Environments

Prof. M. M. Pant ancienttim es, Barners wentto seek

arning atti e feetofth e m asters (gurus)

d Ned with hem, served them and
imbibed t eir valies sysem and
approach es to k now Bdge .0 newasby
and hrge free to ch oose one 3guru, and
theguruhad therigh tto decide which
pupibhe wouBaccept. There were gurus
and phibsopherswhowere on terigh t
side ofthe rullrs, and there were men of
the stature of D iogenes wh o had scorn
for trem . Now onder A Exander is
reputed t h ave said thathe wou ll h ave
wanted t be Diogenes, ifhe were not
A Exander.

Itseem s th at ti Wt e pre-co bnial
times, Indiatoo h ad asystem wit gurus
atthe centre and e com m unity
supportt em, and tien te British
rulrsrigh th diagnosed tiisasthe
strength ofthe society and prom ptl
wentaboutdechring sud education
i Bgaland putin p ke astate

sponsored, contro Bd and adm inistred
sysem,which we are folbwing o th is
day.In one sentence m ostoftie
education beingh anded down by tie
State is pat etic, t ough there are a few
ishnds ofexce Mnce.

Some tree decades ago, sat B
based education experim ents
dem onstrated t e possibi ly of country-
w ide c Bssrooms. A bng anoth er
dim ension, t ese t ree decades saw rapid
advences in com puting &ch no bgy, with
fester processors, m ore com pact
mem ories, Bbwer e Bctricalpow er
requirement t run tiese and a
m assificationw h ich h as been
unprecedentd. The m ore recent
conergences t ath ave now occurred
betw een inform ation tech no bgies and
com m unication tch no bgies h ave now
redefined broadcasting, so t atentire
new varieties ofone  m any and m any
1o m any com m unications are possib I
wit to-wayintractivities. Add o
t atthe differentm anifestations of
wire Bssness such as te b Le-tooth , the
W i-fi, the Wi-max, e GSM, and the
CDMA and we hawe teclar possibi ity
ofreaching outto abh ostany Htitude
and bngitude.You no bngerh ae t be
born atthe righ t Btitude, the righ t
bngitude and the righ ttime o h awe
access o high quality education, but it
canbe more or Bss independentof
beation.
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Sowoull tierecent buna
of th e Educationa ISate Bt fu i I
1 e expectation ofreach ing out
10 our entire constituency in the
Constitutionallob lgation of
education for al2V ¢ Mitcou B,
buttiere are at Bastt ree m ore
m ajr com ponentom & e it
real work . The firstis the new
pedagogy, if youw i B of
creating a teach ing- Barning
experience which haste
sate Wt based transm ission of
know Bdge asakey component
The second is giving it
Bgitim acy .As of now a Barner
whohas Barntentire § by
him se Fby w atd ing any ofthe
m any educationa lch anne B and
hasacquired te capabilty of
passing a Board or a University
exam cannotdo so, unBsshe is
adm itied to som ¢ Institution, al
ofwhom haw \ery restrictie
access po Icies and encourage
exc bsivity rath er th an
inc bisiveness. The t ird and in
many ways real} centrallto tie
wholprogram is training of
tad ers © use this and adoptit
Today, ah ypot eticalteach er
whoisa @igitalSocrats s
actual notalbw ed t practice
his profession by e NCTE,
te AICTE, tie UGC and all
regu Btory bodies.H eis
however notja Bd as yet or
crucified ke Christor
senttnced © death ke Galllo
and Aristotl, and we m ustbe
grate fu Hor sm alm ercies.

We shoull h ow e\er notdespair.
For often t e so lition ©
probEmsoftie future Resin
Barning from t e pastand

adapting o the new contxt
Letus gethack t com m unity
response, putting the tac er
centre-stage and notnecessari
w aiting for t e Governm entto
make the firstm owe.

Iwoull ke otake this
opportunity to sharewith our
readers, a\ery recent
experimentin putting the
I igh estend ch no bgies
availbb Bin tie most
im po\erish ed settings ofaroof
Bss,cBss-room Bss €ach ing
initiative, where chiBren are
getting free education entire b
t rougr o lintary effort
Under t e aegisofa fRdge Ing
initiative named the Learning
Foundation India ;th ree
o linteers tw o ofthem Li Mhs,
whohaestudied Rya o bgy
and Dburnalsm inthe USA, and
H ersche Ban externa ktudentof
the University of London,
creatd an experience, which 1
wilcaltie § LL experience.
WhatH LLdidwastophe a
Bptop com puter with abig
screenin phce ofthe
b k¢ board, h ave aboutsix
students interactw it itusinga
wireBsskeyboard, andwitin a
shorttime e cilren (aged
between six to &n years)were
so engaged th at over t e next
twohourstiey were
constructing re ktive § bng
sentences,w riting difficu
w ords and continuous ¥
think ing ofnew tings t ey
couldoOnteway they
h eard m usic,took ph otograph s
using a digitallcam era,saw their
pictures,com m unicating in a
m ix of Eng Ish and
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gestures.Whilinsome ways
reminiscentoftie Folin the
w alexperimentoftie NIIT,
tiswascBar¥ differentin t at
itwas fnclisive With the
chiliren actua  touc ing and
phlyingwith te Rhtest

equipm entand guided,
mentored, patted,

com p Imented and occasiona &
e\en hugged by teir teach ers as
arew ard for h aving sh ow n
evidence of Barning. The
increase in estem and
confidence were enorm ous.

Inmy vew, tieH LL
experimentis ahistorical
m omentin Indian education, as
itstrugg s © find h ow itcan
m orph from t e cobnialpast,
anextrem e b unsatisfactory
presenttoabrigh tfuture & at
wesomehow intuitive § feell
shou l be ours. Itis as
significant & Fage t?
obserwvations on young
chiliren ¥ Barning or the
experiments on e Bctro-m agnetic
induction by Faraday whenhe
coull et e galanometer
show aflcker of currentwhen a
m agnetw as m oved near awire.
From th atexperimentto
creating grids ofe Bctricall
pow er generator w as an
exo litionary purney.We
woull probab ¥ seeintie
future grids of teach ers w ork ing
sean Ess wit networks of
com puters and w or B-w ide
Barning pads in tie Barner¥
hands tatw i Mrep bee the s B
and penci lofyestr-years.
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